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UNITED NATIONS : 

the Heart-Home 
of the W orld-Body 

We ~eve and we 
noJd that ~ach man has 
'the potertiality of reach
ing the Ultimate Truth . 
W." also believe that 
man c;rnnot and will not 
~ .. m im perfect fo r
~. Uch man js an in 
~ (If God. When 
!he hOUf" st rikes . each 
.individual soul listens to 
'the inMY" d ictates of 
COO. ~n man listens 
to COO. his imperfec
tions .. rrturned into per
~. his ignorance 
into Cnowledge. his 
-anng min d into re
vealing light and his un
certa in reality into all 
ful filling Divinity . 

SRI CHINMOY : THE PEACE MEDITATION AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
GPO 20-Room 1837 • United Nations • New York, N.Y. • 10163 

16 August 1983 

Dear Peter, 

Thank you for your recent notes on the Declaration Against 
Religious Intolerance and The Declaration of World Thanksgiving-
1983. I spoke with Sri Chinmoy and showed him the material. He 
inquired more than once while looking at your notes about what 
it is that you would like from UB. Thinking of you, I remembered 
that after our last meeting, Sri Chinmoy made reference to your 
"exceptionally fine soul". I told Sri Chinmoy that I felt you 
wanted his advice and blessings for the 1983 Thanksgiving Declara
tion. At that point, Guru said, "Thanksgiving is a good idea. 
However, I feel that the word gratitude has more power. Gratitude 
to God and gratitude to man. Everyday we use the word 'thanks' but 
it ceases to have value. We don't use 'gratitude' so often. 
Gratitude is something that we feel rarely, no matter what we do, 
and it has so much power." 

He said the above as he was leaving the meeting at the United 
Nations. I immediately thought of the words and music to his song, 
''Wor1d-Gratitude'': 

"0 World Gratitude-Day! 
I pray for you I pray. 
Man's feeble climbing ray 
Is one with God's Vision-Play. 

Compassion: highest gift. 
Gratitude: fastest lift. 
Only satisfaction-seed 
Can feed man and God's need. " 

In this song, expressions of union between man and God, compassion, 
gratitude, and mutual satisfaction are presented for the listener 
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at the United Nations Headquarters . 
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with such simplicity and beauty that I wonder if the song might be 
used to support your Declaration. From our association over the years, 
I know the feeling that you are trying to bring forward, in the deepest 
sense, is united with the feeling of Gratitude. Can we say, Thanksgiving 
is the thought of the mind expressed in words, and gratitude is the 
feeling of the heart expressed in silence. 

Another quote of Sri Chinmoy's comes to mind from one of the 
programmes at Thanks-Giving Square: 

"Purity is to the body, 
What clarity is to the mind. 
Gratitude is to the heart, 
What infinity is to the soul." 

Best wishes, "exceptionally fine soul". I hope the above is 
useful. 

P.S. 

-'. 

Your Brother-Friend, 

Adhiratha 

I have legally changed my name to Adhiratha Keefe. 
I have had the name for eight years and it has been 
used to varying degrees by family, colleagues and 
friends. In order to simplify matters and to express 
my preference, I had the legal documents processed 
this spring. My new office phone number is on the 
attached card. My home address is still: 

85-42 160 Str~et 
Jamaica Hills, N.Y. 11432; 

however, I do have a new telephone number at home: 
(212) 523-0289. 

Mr. Peter Stewart 
President 
Thanks-Giving Square 
P.O. Box 1777 
Dallas 
TEXAS 75221 

Sri Chinmoy : The Peace Meditation at the United Nations is an association of 
United Nations delegates. staff. NCO representatives and accredited press 

correspondents holding bi-weekly peace meditations and other programmes 
at the United Nations Headquarters. 



UNITED 
NATIONS 

General Assembly 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 

"DECLARATION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF INTOLERANCE 

AND OF DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RELIGION OR BELIEF" 

Adopted unanimously by the United Nations General Assembly on 25 November 1981 

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion , including the right to 
manifest religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. 

No one shall be subject to discrimination by any State , institution, group of persons , or person on grounds 
oi religion or other beliefs . -

Discrimination between human beings on grounds of religion or belief constitutes an affront to human 
dignity and a d isavowal of the principles of the Charter of the United Nations. 

All States shall take effective measures to prevent and eliminate discrimination on the grour:ds Gf religion 
or belief. 

Every child shall enjoy the right to have access to education in the matter of religion or belief in accordance 
with the wishes of his parents or legal guardians. 

The right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief shall include the following freedoms: 

WORSHIP AND PLACES OF WORSHIP - to worship or assemble and to establish and maintain 
places for tti-ese purposes; 

ARTICLES OF WORSHIP-to make, acquire and use the necessary articles and materials related to 
the rites or customs of a religion or belief; 

PUBLICATIONS-to write, issue and disseminate publications; 

TEACHING-to teach a religion or belief in places suitable for these purposes; 

LEADERS-to train, appoint, elect or designate by succession appropriate leaders; 

CELEBRATE DAYS - to observe days of rest and to celebrate holidays and ceremonies; 

COMMUNICATE NATIONALLY AND WORLDWIDE-to establish and maintain communications with 
individuals and communities nationally and internationally. 

The full text of the Declaration in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish can be 
obtained from the United Nations Information Centre, 2101 L Street, N. w., Washington, D_ C. 20037_ 

C; Center for World Thanksgiving at Thanks-Giving Square. Post Office Box 1777 - Dallas , Texas 75221 



.Parallel with the letter to the World 
Council of Churches, the same 
distinguished religious leaders have 
signed a letter to the United Nations 
backing up their actions. 

What are your thoughts on future 
actions to sUPEort the progress of 
religious liberty? 

( (20/83 

1'~'nt.~ 
"The Right Reverend John M. Allin 
'Presiding Bishop 
The Episcopal Church, USA 

I~t'~ 

July 15, 1983 

rId Thanksgiving 

du, Buddhist, Jewish, Chr istian, 
sgiving for the great blessing of 
iInously by the General Assembly 
nty years of hard work as "The 
ntolerance ll

• 

est endorsement of the noble 
of religious freedom set forth. 
anks to the hundreds of staff 
ves who labored so long and 

in our prayer that the noble 
Declaration is based will be 
ternational conventions and 

ives of all who are deprived 
ious freedoITl, and of all 

rely, 

~cr~ 
Monsignor Daniel F. Hoye 
General Secretary 

, 

# !r-

." / " . .c,';) _ ... 

Council of Catholic Bishops, USA 

/(_ L.S~lCL~~ 
His Eminence Archbishop Iakovo s 
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in North and South Amer ica 

Dr. K. L. Sesha giri Rao 
Profe s sor of R e lig ious Studies 
University of Virginia, USA 

-

MI/·f:~ 
Dr. Muz ammil H. Sidd iqi 
Former Director 
Islamic Center, Washington, D. C. 

~
. 

~ 

Dr. ynthia C. Wed e l 
Presid e nt 
World Council of Churches, U. S. 

T. Tsuji 

Rabbi V.,ralte r 
Honor a ry Pr 

Synago g ue Council of A me rica 

P.O. Box 1777 0 DALLAS , T EXA S 75221 [at Bryan . P;)cific & Ervay] 0214/ 969-1977 
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Center for World Thanksgiving 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General, 

As leaders in world faiths, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish, Christian, 
Musli:rn, we unite in high thanksgiving for the great blessing of 
religious freedo:rn adopted unani:rnously by the General As se:rnbly 
of the United Nations after twenty years of hard work as "The 
Dec!aration Against Religious Intolerance". 

Please accept our heartiest endorse:rnent of the noble 
principles and practices of religious freedo:rn set forth. 
We send our profound thanks to the hundreds of staff 
and national representatives who labored so long and 
so wisely. 

Know that we are united in our prayer that the noble 
precepts upon which the Declaration is based will be 
ratified and codified in international conventions and 
beco:rne a reality in the lives of all who are deprived 
of the blessings of religious freedo:rn, and of all 
hu:rnan beings. 

Sincerely, 

f'~~'~ 
The Right Reverend John M. Allin 
Presiding Bishop 

~o.~ 
Monsignor Daniel F. Hoye 
General Secretary 

, 

I' 
r 

The Episcopal Church, USA Council of Catholic Bishops, USA 

I~f~ 
His E:rninence Archbishop Iakovos 
Pr i:rnate of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in North and South A:rner ica 

HI/·r;;~ 
Dr. Muzammil H. Siddiqi 
Former Director 
Islamic Center, Washington, D. C. 

r-l~~ GV~ 
D?{Xynt~ia C. Wedel 
President 
World Council of Churches, U. S. 

/( . L.S~la-~~ 
Dr. K. L. Seshagiri Rao 
Professor of Religious Studies 
University of Virginia, USA 

Rabbi Vlalter 
Honorary Pr 

T. Tsuji 

Synagogue Council of America 

p.a . Box 1777 0 DALLAS , T EXAS 75221 [at Bryan. Pac ific & En'ay] 0 214/969-1977 

! 



1 
Peter Stewart 

Dear Kevin. 

Your ~houghts on this rough draft 
of the 1983 Declaration of World 
Thanksgiving would be greatly 
appreciated. 

The 1982 Declaration was well 
accepted and .each year we may 
be able to make another step 
forward. 

ORID THANKSGIVING-1983 

1 S 'IRAGIC SPIRITUAL HUNGm 

OF THE IDLY MYSI'ERY OF LIFE. 

GIN, AND TAKE NOmING cur 

FE AS GIFT, RARE AND PRECIaJS. 

GlIT.ENMENI' CNLY GR.ANTED HUMANS, 

""""'--"-Cl.' , A NATlOO OR A WORID 

- TO FORGET THE GUT OF LIFE 

, 

, 
7/22/83 TELY GIVE OUR JOYFUL THANKS 

FIS - HmJ..tillITY 1 S HIGHEST AGr. 

CHANGED, HURTS TRANSFORMED 

BROTHERS AND SISTffiS, 

liITH AND REACHING our 'ID arnER FAITHS, 

rnSPIRID 'ID ill am NEIGHOOR AS OURSELVES. 

rum JOIN HANDS WITH ALL THE HUMAN FAMILY AS TCXiETHER WE 

GIVE GRATEFUL PR4.ISE. 

WE REJOICE TIIAT SINCE HlJ1!ANITY IS CNE IN THE SPIRIT, 

WE CAN SHARE am a.m DEEPEST · THANKSGIVINGS 

.I\ND OP}N OliRSELVES TO TIlE PREx:::lOUS THA.1\KSGIVINGS OF OTHERS. 

BY TIllS EXCR-\l\'GE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

THE \\lK)LE FAMILY OF l.LtL1\'1."1N[) IS EN1UCHED. 

WE PffiFELT am PHAISE rn ACI'IOO 

BY ThlThl'lo.'\ALLY 'IR-\.~U~G 0TIiER PEOPLE AND OTHER FAITHS 

BffiD\?\~G 'ID HE.AL TEE ,,;c~m' S Rl:! ,IGIOUS RXIF..EDS 

ffi THE ",TiOLE ca,~,\l:\l'lY OF ALL BELIEVERS CAN WORK 'T(X;ETI IER AS FRITh'DS. 



DECLARATICN OF WORlD 'IlIANKSGIVING--1983 

IN 'IHESE TDdFS. PIDPLE OF ANCIENI' FAI'IBS 

KNCM oom '!HE WORlD'S 'IRAGIC SPIRITUAL HUNGFR 

AND '!HE ffi.FSSID FaD OF 'IRE IDLY MYSTERY OF LIFE. 

SINCE WE BRING NamING IN, AND TAKE NCJImNG cur 

- WE SUIIJENLY SEE AIL LIFE AS GIFr. RARE AND PRH::IOOS. 

THIS INSIGIrl', AN :ENLICiI:ITENMENT CNLY GRANl'FD HUMANS, 

DEMANDS FROJ A PEruDi, A NATICN eR A WCIUD 

A <XJIlOCIOOS C:OOICE - 'ID FOOGEI' THE GIFT OF LIFE 

eR 'ID TORN - AND DELIBERATELY GIVE COR JOYFUL THANKS 

'ID '!HE GIVER OF GIFTS - BIJIJ.~TY'S IDGHFST ACT. 

THEN HEARTS ARE CHANGED, HURTS 'IRANSFaWID 

AND WE BEIXME BRC7I'HERS AND SIS"I'ffiS, 

, 

STANDING SI'RC::NG IN OUR alN FAITH AND REACHING our 'ID OI'HER FAITHS, 

INSPIRED 'ID !.DYE am NEIGElEOR AS OORSELVES. 

<XlJE JOIN RANnS "TIll AIL 'IRE HIDlAN FA\ULY AS TCXiElliER WE 

GIVE GRATEFUL PR4ISE. 

WE REJOICE 'mAT SINCE BUMANITI IS CM> IN THE SPIRIT, 

WE CAN SHARE OUR o\\N DEEPEST 'IHANKSGIVlNGS 

AND OPEN OURSELVES 'ID TIIE PR.Ex:::IOUS 'l'HAKKSGI VINGS OF arHERS. 

BY TIfIS EXCHA1\GE OF SPIRI TOAL GIFTS 

'mE \I1IOLE F.-\HILY OF 1,l4..~"TIID I S Thl{IOIED . 

WE Pj:RFILT am PR4ISE IN ACI'ICN 

BY Thl'Thl'l Q,ALLY TH.~1'J{L'lG a:I1iIR PEDPLE AND 0I1lER FAITI:!S 

BffiDDI!\G 'ID J!E.~ TEE ";C?.!.D'S HEL1GIOUS P_'\TF.IDS 

ro THE ,'.1IOLE m.::u'L:\l'lY OF ALL BELIE\'IRS CAN WORK 'I'CX;I,l1iER AS FRIENDS . 

7/18/83 

MAY WE BE I .IPn-D 11\ OUR PILGRDL.\GE ThTO THAT A~SIQ.~ 

':mAT IS '11!E o.\1..Y WAY LEFT - ,.FDR TriE Hlj~.1AN R'\CE, 

REJOl CIl\G 1 N 1111> Fro..: I SE OF aD' S PDCE Al\D fl"EEIX tl. 


