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CARL LEWIS, AMBASSADORS AND CELEBRITIES LAUNCH GLOBAL PEACE RUN 

NEW YORK--The Sri Chinmoy Oneness-Home PEACE RUN '89, a worldwide 

Olympic-style relay run, received a star-studded launch in New 

York city, on April 21. 

Olympic gold medalist Carl Lewis led 500 runners who 

carried 71 torches in a spectacular salute to the 71 nations 

where Peace Runs are being organized. At the World Trade Center 

he was joined by Ambassadors Okeyo of Kenya, stanislaus of 

Grenada, Thorpe of Trinidad and Tobago and Counsellor Issembe of 

Gabon as well as music legend Addwitiya Roberta Flack and 

two-time Grammy award-winning record producer Narada Michael 

Walden. 

"In my country, we believe that without peace, however 

hard you try, you cannot succeed," noted Ambassador Okeyo at the 

opening ceremony. "The President's belief is so strong that 

during the last peace run in 1987, he personally carried the 

torch himself in Nairobi." 

Headquarters: Central Region: Western Region: Washington liaison Office: 

Toll-Free Hotline : (800 ) 722-8252 
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Over the next 15 weeks, some 100,000 runners will pass a 

flaming "peace torch" from hand-to-hand over a 31,000 mile route 

that encompasses six continents. 

Peace Run '89 events ranging from short runs in a capital 

city to cross-country events in the USA, Canada, Mexico, Africa, 

Japan, Australia and Europe -- will occur concurrently. The Peace 

Run offers all citizens of the world the chance to express their 

desire for global harmony. 

People of all ages will carry the peace torch for distances 

ranging from a few feet to a few miles in what organizers call "the 

ultimate running adventure." There is no charge to carry the 

torch. No funds are being raised. 

The 109-day event, which ends on August 7, is organized by 

the Sri Chinmoy Marathon Team, an international running organization 

that sponsors some 500 races a year and seeks to promote world peace 

through athletics. 

The American Peace Runners will cover 12,000 miles through 

all 50 states from April 21 to August 7. Canadians will run 5,000 

miles from Victoria to st. Johns from May 10 to July 28. Starting 

May 22 runners in Mexico will carry the torch 1,500 miles from 

Mexico City to La Paz. Australia and New Zealand runners will cover 

3,700 miles starting April 25 and ending May 29. Peace Runs are 

also slated for dozens of countries in Asia, the Caribbean, South 

America and Eastern Europe. 

PEACE RUN '89 is a follow-up of the highly successful, 

27,000-mile peace run the group organized in 1987, which drew 

endorsements or participation from such notables as Canadian Prime 

Minister Brian Mulroney, Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke, Nobel 

Peace Prize winner Desmond Tutu, actress Joanne Woodward, runners 

Grete Waitz and Ingrid Kristiansen, pop singer Carly Simon and 

others. 

- END -



PHOID CREDIT: L. Hart 
GIDBAL PEACE RUN OPENING CEREM)NY AT IDRLD TRADE CENI'ER 
Left to Right: 

Cbunsellor Issffilbe, Mission of GaJ:xm to the UN 
(receiving torch) 

knbassador Okeyo, Mission of Kenya to the UN 
Olympic Gold M=dalist earl Iewis 
Ambassador Stanislaus, Mission of Grenada 

to the UN 



PImD CREDIT: L. Hart 
GLOBAL PEACE RJN OPENING CEREM)NY AT WJRLD TRADE CEN'IER 
Left to Right: 

Sri OliI'lTOY 
Counsellor Issembe, Mission of Galxm to the UN 
Rea:>rding Artist Addwitiya Ibberta Flack 
Olympic Gold Medalist Carl Lewis 
Ambassacbr Okeyo, Mission of Kenya to the UN 
Ambassador Stanislaus, Mission of Grenada 
Ambassador Thorpe, Mission of Trinidad + Tobago 
Grarrmy award-winning record producer, 

Narada Michael Walden 
Mrs. Atala Toy woo will nm the first leg of 

the relay 



PHYID CREDIT: L. Hart 
GLOBAL PFACE RUN OPENIt-K; CEREMJNY Kr VDRLD TRAm CENI'ER 
Left to Right: 

Counsellor Issembe, Mission of Gabon 
to the U.N. 

ReO'Jrding Artist Addwitiya Ibberta Flack 
Cold M:rl.alist car 1 Lewis 
Ambassador Okeyo, Mission of Kenya to 

the U.N. 
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