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FOR lMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FACT SHEET 

united Nations Charter 

(The· UN Charter was signed on June- 26. L945) 

ft/hat is the UN Charter'? 
The- Charter. which came- into effect on October 24. 1945. is the 

"constitution"· of. the United Nations. estalJlishing its basic 
principles. purposes and machinery. rt is an internati.ona~ treaty 
which al~ u~ membe~ states must ratify in accordance with th~ir 
own national processes. 

''''hat" aTe-. the Princitlles of the Charter'? 

The Charte~ is based on 7 main principles. 
L) The equUity and scverei~ty o:r al.l member states. 
2) FuUillmen.t "'in good :taith" by ~l. me!lll:iers of· oLl~ations. 

assumed unde~ the Charter. 
J) Peaceful. settlements of d~sputes. 
~) Renunciation of the threat or use of force. 
5' ) Cooperation wi th the UN in a.."'ly ac.tion it" ta.ltes'. 
6) E"ncouragemant of non-member states to apide by its principII 
7) Non-intervention by the 0:1' in the ~ternal affairs of 

any state., 
The. Charter- also calls for freedom of religion. :,tany iai ths, eac .~' 

with a, different concetltion 'of God. are re-oresented at the UN. A mome! 
o.! silence- opens and cioses each General Assemuly ~ass.i on. and the-re i ; 
meditation Rco~ at IDl Headquarters. 

tt/hat is' the Basic 1.iachiner-" of the UN Under the Charter'? 

The Charter- establishen six main' organs of the UNI the GeneraL 
A3sembly, Security Council, Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship 
Council, the rnternationaL Court of Justice and the Secretariat. 

The General Assembly is the central body of the u~ and the only one 
in \vhich a.l.l member statas are represer.ted. In general. it forms the 
main forum for discussion, formulates policy and coordinates the work 
of other- organS" and subsidiary bodies. The Assembly has no power to 
pass l~NS that" are binding. Its resolutions are recommendations for
action backe,d only by the force o~ world opinion. 

The Security Council i3 the main poll tical organ of the O'nited Nations 
and is given the "primary responsibility fo~· the maintenar.ce of intern< 
tional peace and security." :ive permanent member~. China. France, the 
ITnited Kingdom, the US and USSR, have the power of veto in this body. 

~gconomic an1 Social Council (ECOSCC) is the GN's planning body for 
the Prcmotion of economic, social an~ humanitari~~ progress. 

7he 'I'"r-lstaeshio Council is respoT!sible fcr the su-nervi~ion of terri
tories volwltarily placed under the L~ternational 'trusteeship system 
by the administeri~ gover:"iiileii.tS. There were originally 11 trust 

,\ ~erie5 t)t' e'\'ent~ to in~oire renewed dedic:!tion It) the hi12he:'lt idc:Ji:'l nf the t'nited 'lation:'l Charter. 
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territ~ries: al~ but on~ have now uecome independent nations. The 
remaining one is th& OS TrUs~ Territory of the Pacific r~~da. 

The !ntarnational Court uf Justice is the principal judicial organ 
of tha 'J'N. It is empowered. to hear cases involving legu disputes 
't:letween governments and to give advisory opinions to the ON at1d 
its' related. agencies to clarify- questions of international law and 
interpreta.tion of the Cha:te~. 

The Secretaria~ is the administrative arm or the United Nations and 
i.s headed by the Secretary-General. rts Headquarters are in r~ew 
'.Cork C~t-.r. There are a-pprdxiZllately 10,000 men and women employed . 
as Secretariat members L~ ·post~ around the world. 

For information: 

C" aJ.l291-7~o6 

Excernted from UN Asso. of the USA 
March· 1976 

.\ series of events to inspire renewed dedic!:tion to the hi1!he:oJ( idc:Jls of the l'nited"fations Churter. 


